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From General Butler
In Hie Field, Head Qrs. Junction of Farina and New Market Roads, October 4<fi, 1864
ROBERT OULD, Esq., Commissioner of Exchange
SIR: Maj. Mulford, my assistant agent of exchange, has at Varina about seven hundred invalid prisoners for delivery. For obvious reasons they cannot be received by you there, and in the present state of the roads it would be cruel to transport them far by wagons. I would suggest that they be delivered at Port Walthall, at the same point where it is proposed to deliver the Naval prisoners. If so, the prisoners will be delivered there at any hour you may name. We will also receive yours at the same point. Or if you prefer we will deliver at same point on the New Market Roads between the pickets. Respectfully,
Your Obedient Servant, BBNJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'1. Comd'g.
From General Butler
In the Field, Head Qrs. Junction of Varina & New Market Roads. 00*. 4$, 1864
ROBERT OULD, Esq., Commissioner of Exchange
I AM informed that certain prisoners of war are now employed at labor in making army materials for your forces. It is so published without contradiction in two Richmond journals. If t.Tijp be so, the practice must cease. This Government has never employed prisoners of war in any other work than that which contributed to their own comfort and convenience. If this fact is not either officially denied or assurances given that it will be stopped by your authorities, I shall be compelled to employ an equal or greater number of your men prisoners in my hands in the manner judged by me most advantageous to my army as you have done with ours. I have the honor to be very respectfully,
Your Obedient Servant, BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'L Comd'g.
From General Butter
Head Qrs. Army of the James, Oct. 4f&, 1864
Maj. Gen. BIRNEY, Commanding, &c.
I AM about to move my Head Qrs. to near the Fraser House in rear of the 18th Corps Hospital. I leave the telegraph line to connect with you here, as my Head Qrs. will be outside